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be recalled that Chimiaswami as Nagasundaram became
a widower very early in life, and that his baby son was
given first to the care of his aunt, and then at the latter's
death, which was not many years afterwards, to that of
his sister Alamelu Ammal, the aunt of the baby, who
naturally grew to call her "Athai" (aunt), which name
stuck to her ever since, and by which she has been en-
dearingly called by her relations and friends.

Born in 1888, Athai grew to be one of those rare souls
unique m their crystal purity and in their silent resigna-
tion to all conditions of life, coming as, they think, they
do from the Lord Himself. Life itself, she considered to
be a gift from Him, solely designed for His service. Hav-
ing no child of their own, she and her husband Pichu
lyer, gratefully accepted the charge of the child Venkata-
raman, and brought him up with all the tenderness and
love of fond parents, and when Venkataraman grew up
to a fine manhood, married and begot children, they look-
ed after the children with the same tenderness as they
had looked after him.

When in 1938 Chimiaswami badly needed an assis-
tant, he called Venkataraman, then a bright young man
of 24, to help him in the management of the Ashram.
With Venkataraman came his wife and two baby sons,,
followed after two or three years by Pichu lyer and Athai.
As no ladies were allowed to stay in the Ashram proper,
a house in town was rented for the whole family, till a
plot of ground was bought by Pichu lyer in Ramananagar
near the Ashram, and a house constructed on it for them.

But Athai was destined to die in the same month as
her elder brother, Chinnaswami. Like him she spent the